
Tell a story 

 Think in terms of showing or demonstrating through concrete experience. One of 

the worst things you can do is to bore the admissions committee. If your 
statement is fresh, lively, and different, you'll be putting yourself ahead of the 

pack. If you distinguish yourself through your story, you will make yourself 
memorable. 

Be specific 

 Don't, for example, state that you would make an excellent doctor unless you can 
back it up with specific reasons. Your desire to become a lawyer, engineer, or 

whatever should be logical, the result of specific experience that is described in 
your statement. Your application should emerge as the logical conclusion to your 

story. 

Find an angle 

 If you're like most people, your life story lacks drama, so figuring out a way to 

make it interesting becomes the big challenge. Finding an angle or a "hook" is 
vital. 

Concentrate on your opening paragraph 

 The lead or opening paragraph is generally the most important. It is here that you 
grab the reader's attention or lose it. This paragraph becomes the framework for 

the rest of the statement. 
 I leave the final introductory paragraph and title until the end. I want to make 

sure that it is engaging so I complete the meat of my response and try to come up 
with a quote, anecdote, question, etc. that will pull the reader into my essay.  


